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(b)— Working of the Courts. 


The Chdruvdrid, of the 18th August, says that in jury trials the 
jurors often arrive at verdicts which the Judges 
in their capriciousness do not accept. And 
the consequence is that the Judges refer to the High Court. But unfortu- 
nately for the Judges, the High Court very often upholds the jurors’ verdicts. 
{t should therefore be clear that if the jury trial is abolished, it will not be 
necessary for the Judges to refer their decisions to the High Court, and the 
cafety of life and property which people now enjoy under jury trial will be 
atanend. It is requested that the Government will think well before it 
abolishes jury trial. Disregarding popular feeling will be a grave sin on the 
part of the ruler in these days of self-government. 

9. The Sahachar, of the 20th August, in returning to the subject 
of the abolition of jury trial by Government, 
makes the following observations :— 


While remarking that jury trial is unsuited to this country, the 
Englishman newspaper makes an exception in favour of the 24-Pergunnahs. 
But both the European judges of the 24-Pergunnahs have expressed them- 
selves against jury trial. The writer never thought. that Mr. Beveridge 
would goto such a length. The present attack on the jury system is meant 
tobe an answer to the demand of the Congress for the extension of that 
ystem. And Lord Cross’s Indian Councils Bill was not brought forward in 
the last session of Parliament with the object of giving an opportunity to the 
Government of India to bring before the House the verdict of the different 
Local Governments, and the many District Judges in India against the jury 
system. For if it is proved that the people of India are unfit to act as jurors, 
their demand for representative Councils falls to the ground. 


It is but natural that the District Judges should look upon the jury 
system with disfavour. For the jury is to Judges what representative Councils 
ae to Kings. Judgeships in this country were formerly heli by men of 
alranced years, but since Sir George Campbell’s time they have been given to 
young Joint-Magistrates. These young men are naturally fond of convict- 
ing, and they therefore look upon the jury system as a clog in the judicial 
machinery. They are also ignorant of the languages, manners, and customs 
ofthecountry. Under these circumstances, it will be a grave mistake to depend 
solely upon the Judges. Government can of course show to Parliament that 
the country is not fit for the jury system, but what answer will it return 
to Parliament when the people of India will explain to it that its efforts to 
prove the unfitness of the jury system in this country had their origin in its 
desire to discredit the Congress movement? All India is for jury trial ; 
ind even the ordinary day-labourer knows what a jury is. Such being the 
tase, any attack on the jury system will give rise to agitation all over the 
country. The Mahomedaus have also been asked to join in the crusade 
aalust the jury system. But are they s0 devoid of common sense as not 
lobe able to see through the trick which is being played on them? All 
power has hitherto been a monopoly in the hands of the Civilians, and the 
monopolists are alarmed at the prospect of sharing their power with the 
people. There ought to be an agitation, not only against the abolition of 
Jury trial, but for its extension to all parts of the country, = 

The same paper refers to a murder case recently decided in Bombay, 
in which a Marwari was charged with having 
caused his nephew to be murdered by two 


Jury trial. 


Jury trial in jeopardy. 


The Bombay murder case. 


hired Mahomedan assassins, and remarks as follows :— 


The murderers have been properly sentenced to death. And justice 
requires that those who murder men for the sake of money should fall by 
‘t@ hand of the executioner. But put O’Hara and his friends in place of 
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the Marwari and the hired Mahomedan assassins, and the discharge of 
O’Hara will appear in its true character. Government not only allowed the 
murderer to escape, but also gave the four soldiers five hundred rupees eac, 
to pay the expenses of their journey. Thus the murder of a native enables 
a soldier to get adischarge from the army, as well as to earn some read 
money. Anglo-Indian writers may find fault with writing of this nature, 
But it is nevertheless a fact that the people as a body, who do not under. 
stand the subtleties of the law, cannot see how men guilty of the same 
offence can be differently treated under the same law. The ignorant and 
the uncivilised native of this country cannot see how the same law Which 
saved the life of O’Hara could not save the lives of the three natives. He 
thinks that O’Hara and his three comrades would have been punished if aij 
of them had been made asamis. But, after all, what a barbarous heathen 
says is of no consequence. For they are not human beings, but beasts, wh, 
do not believe in Christianity. 
4, The Navayuga, of the 21st August, condemns the decision passed 
A decision of the Subordinate Judge by the Subordinate Judge of Dacca in the 
of Dacca. suit for the restitution of conjugal rights, 


brought by Rajani Kanta Ganguli against his wife Harasundari Dey. 


According to the decision, the husband will be entitled to his conjugal rights 
only if he supports his wife, and lives in his wife’s father’s house, The 
Subordinate Judge did not order the wife to go to her husband’s house from 


a fear of her being ill-treated there by her husband. But the writer can- 


not say under what section of the Civil Procedure Code this decision has 
been passed. The decision has astonished the writer. Perhaps the 


sympathies of the Subordinate Judge are with the social reformers, His 


decision shows that he is profoundly ignorant of the Hindu marriage laws, 


5. The same paper says that as it is the jury system which keeps | 


the Civilian Judges under control, its abolition 
will lead to failure of justice. So far as the 
writer knows, the system has up to this time led to no miscarriage of justice. 


Abolition of trial by jury. 


The jury system is a part of the system of self-government, and if itis | 


abolished by Lord Lansdowne, people will charge His Excellency with having 

laid a trap with the object of depriving them of the boon which was conferred 
on them by Lord Ripon. 

6. The Pratikar, of the 22nd August, says that owners of land do 

The action of the Courtsin the matter Ot In many cases receive the notices requir 

of road cess returns. ing the submission of road cess returns—nay, 


they often know nothing about the issue of such notices. But while the | 


land-owner, poor man, is perfectly at his ease, dreaming of no evil, the 
arrival of a post-card announcing the infliction of a daily fine for default in 
submitting road cess returns in due time rudely awakes him from his sleep. 
And when a man has been once sentenced to pay this fine, he can by no 
means get it remitted. The Collectors decide these cases in utter disregard 
of the circumstances of those whom they fine. Has Government introduced 
this system of fining with the view of realising the necessary expenses! 
The country is in a miserable condition on account of the floods, and yet 
one must paya daily fine of Rs. 5 for default in submitting road cess 
returns in due time. So much hardship would not have been caused | 
permission had been given to people to send these returns in registered 
covers. As it is, many innocent persons are being ruined. 

7. The Surabhi-o-Patdkd, of the 22nd August, says that the Govern 


aes ment in this country has a knack of ranvllg 

. ‘ies counter to the wishes of the people. At the 

second meeting of the Congress in Calcutta a resolution was passed prayi0g 

for the extension of the jury system. The passing of this resolution bas 
had the effect of inducing Government to attempt the abolition of jury 
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But before proceeding further in this matter, Government should cause an 
ndependent and impartial enqury to be instituted into the working of the 
‘ury system. It should not content itself with consulting only those who 
are interested in the abolition of the system. Jury trial affords the only 
check upon the almost unlimited powers vested in District and Sessions 
Judges, and it often restrains them in the matter of inflicting heavy punish- 
nents on native offenders. It is seen that in cases of difference between the 
Judge and the jury the High Court often side with the jury. The aboli- 
tion of jury trial will therefore be a very wrong thing. If, however, 
Government should have any secret object in view in abolishing jury trial, or 
‘fits action in this matter be the result of a desire to run counter to the 
wishes of the people, the writer will have nothing to say. 

8, The Bangabdst, of the 23rd August, hopes that the Lieutenant- 

seit toasted Kasten, tiets-dtet- Governor will make a sifting enquiry into the 
wi Officer of Jehanabad, inthe circumstances set forth in the petition submitted 
Hooghly district. to His Honour by Babu Pyari Mohan Ray, 
remindar, against Maulavi Bazlul Karim, Sub-divisional Officer of Jehana- 
bad, in the Hooghly district. If even a tenth part of the charges brought 
against the officer be true, he should no longer be retained in charge of a 
sub-division. It may be as well to mention in this connection that the 
Maulavi gained a notoriety in several other places. 

Mr. Agasti, Joint-Magistrate of 9. Babu Gopal Chandra Das, a pleader 
Materipoes, in the Furreedpore of Madaripore, in the Furreedpore district, writers 
: to the same paper to the following effect :-— 

The people of Madaripore have been worried and oppressed in various 
ways since Mr. Agasti’s arrival in that station. The people of Madaripore 
have borne everything in silence because they are quite helpless in the matter ; 
but now that Mr. Agasti has interfered even with their school they are 
compelled to take the assistance of the press in order to bring his conduct 
to the notice of the public. The editor asks for an enquiry into the conduct 
of the officer. 

Ws, Sterndale, Cantonment 10. The Sanjévani, of the 23rd August, 
Jagistrate of Dum-Dum. reports the following case :— 

One Mati Shah used to take grain to Dum-Dum in an unlicensed cart 
forthe horses of Mr. Hlume, Public Prosecutor in the Calcutta Police 
Court. Onthe 4th July last Dhaneswar, an employé of the Dum-Dum 
Municipality, whose business it was to apprehend unlicensed carts plying for 
traffic, stopped Mati Shah’s cart while it was conveying grain as usual for 
Mr. Hume, and carried it away, leaving Mati to go away with his bullocks. 
But on the next day the cart was made over to Mati at the instance of 
Mr. Hume. On the 6th July Dhaneswar was suddenly arrested by a 
police constable at the instance of Mr. Hume, although no complaint had 
been up to that date made against him by Mati. Mr. Hume was seen to 
consult with Mr. Sterndale, Cantonment Magistrate of Dum-Dun, on that 
date, and the result of the consultation was that Dhaneswar was taken to 
the thana, It was after this that Mati deposed to having been confined by 
Dhaneswar in the compound of the Municipal Office all night on the 4th 
July last, having been released at 7 A.M. the next morning; and he said 
that while so confined Dhaneswar had attempted to extort money from 
him. The police, setting to work on this deposition, went to inspect the 
place where the complainant said that he had been confined, but found that 
the compound of the Municipal Office was an open piece of ground walled 
‘nly on one side, and that even the door on that side could not be shut. 

he story of confinement was not also borne out by the evidence of the 
‘en who had come to the Municipal Office before 7 a.m. on the Sth July 
- The Sub-Inspector in consequence reported the charge to be entirely 
ale, and requested that the complainant might be put on his trial for 
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having got upa false case. On the 8th July, however, the police r 


: , | CCeive 
order from Mr. Sterndale to send up the case to him at once, the orde; = 


taining a note by Mr. Sterndale to the effect that the complainant’ Witnesse 

were present in court. The Sub-Inspector, however, failed to comply with 
this order, and was for that reason severely reprimanded by the Macistrat, 
two days after. It was not till the 10th July last that Mati lodged a formal 
complaint before the Magistrate under sections 342 and 347 of the Penal 
Code. But Mr. Sterndale ordered the police to send up the case under section 
341 only; and after taking the evidence of a few witnesses he came to the 
conclusion that the charge of confinement was established. In the mean- 
while, however, the defendant had moved the High Court for a transfe, of 
the case from the file of Mr. Sterndale. At the hearing of the case j, 
the High Court, the presiding Judges remarked that the case appeared to 
them to be entirely false, and they therefore dismissed it. Mr. Justice 
Prinsep added that Mr. Sterndale had not given proof of good sense by 
entertaining the case. 

11. ‘The same paper has the following:— 


dels titel. The Judges are opposed to jury trial because 


verdict of the jury; and where they differ from the jury they have to do a deal of 
writing business. The assessor system is convenient to them because they can 


of their own motion set aside the opinion of the assessors, This makes it — 


clear why the English Judges, who love power so much, dislike the jury 
system and like the assessor system. It is no wonder, therefore, that the 
Englishman newspaper, reckoning as it does only Civilians among its con- 


stituents, should find fault with the jury system. It is said that under the | 


jury system criminals escape justice in large numbers. But would matters 


mend in this respect if the assessor system were substituted for the jury — 


system in all the districts? The jury system has been introduced only 
into a few districts. And will the authorities say why criminals escape 
justice in equally large numbers in districts in which the assessor system 
prevails? The fact is that failure of justice takes place though the corrup- 
tion of the police, though Government is never slow to throw the blame 
for such failure on the native magistracy and the jury. Ignorant assessors, 
it is true, are found in large numbers; but to say that the native jurors are 
more ignorant than the assessors.is to misstate the truth. Respectable and 
educated men are generally chosen as jurors; and as the law gives them 


greater powers than it gives to the assessors, they are able to go against the © 


Judges whenever they see him slipping, and they often make use of this 
power. No wonder, therefore, that they should be called ignorant. Men 
living under a foreign yoke and yet shewing independence of spirit must not 
expect to be called by any other name than ignorant and stupid. They are 
certainly very stupid men whocan shew independence of spirit even at the 
risk of incurring the displeasure of the authorities. 

The English press is often heard to say that India is not yet ripe for the 
jury system which England herself obtained after ages of training. English 
writers seem to think that India had her birth with the advent of the English 
into this country, and that educated and civilised India is their creation. 
They wholly forget that India was a land of learning and civilisation when 
their own forefathers were living in forests and eating the uncooked flesh 
of animals. It is true that India never knew an intricate system of law 
like that of the English of the present day, but her panchayet system dis- 
pensed simple and inexpensive justice to all and never ruined any one by 
costliness of any kind. And what was the panchayet system but an analogue 
of the English jury system? But, according to the Englishman, who go 
his civilisation only yesterday, so to say, India is not yet ripe for his pe 
jury system. The people of India would like to see the jury syste@ 


they cannot of their own motion act against the — 
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extended to the whole country, for they are already fully convinced of its 
,dvantages. But alas! far from extending the system to parts of the 
~ouotry which have not yet got it, Government intends to confine it 
githin limits much narrower than those which are now fixed forit. It seems 
hat Government does not like to have murder cases and libel cases tried 
by jurors. Yes, to have libel cases tried by Judges alone will be for Govern- 
ment an excellent means of checking the press. 

European criminals will no doubt continue to be tried by English 
jurors, and the change that will be made in the jury system will, it is 
thought, have reference only to native criminals. But would that be fair 

just? | 
a 19, The Datnik-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 24th August, has the 
following :— 

It is to the credit of the English Govern- 
ment that it has never interfered with the religion of the Hindus, or allowed 
anyone else to do anything to wound the religious susceptibilities of the 
Hindus. But this could not be said of the Mahomedan rulers of India, who 
interfered with the religion of their Hindu subjects themselves and freely 
allowed their Mussulman subjects to do the same thing. The Mahomedan 
rulers have passed away, but the Mahomedan people have not.yet ceased 
oppressing their Hindu fellow-subjects by meddling with their religion. The 
Mahomedans still adhere to their old practice of insulting the Hindu religion, 
and they do so not by committing occasional acts of oppression, but by 
systematically heaping indignities upon the gods and goddesses of the 
Hindus. 

Cow-slaughter is one of the commonest methods which the Mussulmans 
adopt with the view of perpetrating devilish oppressions on the Hindus. 
There occurred lately in Beerbhoom an affair fiendish enough to make any 
Hindu’s blood run quicker in his veins, and to make his head dizzy. At 
Kakartala, in the Beerbhoom district, there is, or, rather, there was, a deity 
that can no longer be held sacred by the Hindus, which has been defiled 
by Mahomedans. ‘The deity was only a piece of stone. But can any 
one buta Hindu realise the true significance of a Hindu deity, be that 
deity a piece of stone or a lump of clay? And no one has any right to 
insult even the stone which the Hindu holds in such veneration. It was 
by insulting the idolatry of the Hindus that Aurangzebe led the Moghul 
Empire to ruin. And the popularity of the English Government is due 
imply to its toleration of the idol worship of the Hindus. There is, in 
front of the idol at Kakartala, a piece of ground which has been lying 
fallow for a long time, and which no one has even attempted to bring under 
cultivation. Once, it is said, it was tilled by a Mahomedan cultivator, 
but he had to give up its cultivation, because, as he said, he was nightly 
usited by a ghost, who claimed the land from him. But another Maho- 
medan lately rented the land from its owner, and in conjunction with 
some other Mussulmans of the neighbourhood, determined to defile the 
god. And forthwith they brought acow, slaughtered it there, and completely 
besmeared the god with its blood, and not content with this, they cooked 
the meat on the spot and ate it, and threw the bones all round the place. 
lve of these Mussulmans were arraigned before the Joint-Magistrate of 
Beerbhoom. The Joint Magistrate observed in his judgment that the 
Prisoners were not, in this instance at least, actuated by malice against the 

Indus, and that in killing the cow at that place they acted under the belief 
that they were only doing something which would rid the place of the ghost 
that visited it. But can the Joint-Magistrate point out the page of the Koran 
10 which the killing of cows is prescribed as a means of scaring away ghosts? 

ven the Mahomedan witnesses themselves deposed to the perpetrators of 
the crime having used language at the time of the occurrence which alone 


A cow-killing case in Beerbhoom. 
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Dacca GAZETTE, 
Aug. 25th, 1890, 
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proves Clearly that they were actuated by ill-feeling towards ‘the Hindus 
And yet the prisoners were sentenced to a few months or a few weeks 
imprisonment only. And even these light punishments were appealed 
against. And the Judges of the High Court, who heard the appeal, Were 
of opinion that the prisoners were actuated by malice, but they said that 
they did not think it right to enhance the sentences of the lower coup} 
Tbe writer has no reason to Complain that the High Court has not enhanced 
the sentences; for the practice of enhancing sentences on appeal is a bad 
practice, which ought not to be encouraged. Again, while condemning 
the light sentences passed by the Joint-Magistrate, the writer cannot byt 
tender to that officer the thanks of the Hindu community for not havin 
treated the Mahomedans with indulgence. And the Hindus cannot by 
be thankful to the High Court Judges too for their open condemnation of 
the malicious motives which actuated the prisoners. 

13. The Som Prakash, of the 25th August, says that under the system 

ee of trial by jury Justice is administered more 
wpisdinegune impartially than it would otherwise have been. 

The occasional miscarriage of justice under that system is due, not to any 
defect which is inherent in the system, but to a variety of other causes, 
Ii is due sometimes to the juries personally ; sometimes to the difficult nature 
of the questions which they have to decide. Instances of such miscarriage of 
justice as now occur would be more numerous if the jury system were abolished, 
That system is now the only check, however insufficient, upon the District 
and Sessions Judges, and there is no knowing what they will do if that 
system is abolished. It is rumcured that the Government of India con- 
templates abolishing trial by jury, and has with that object asked the 
Provincial Governments to submit reports on its working. The writer cannot 
believe this rumour. 

14. The Dacca Gazetle, of the 25th August, approves of the 


) decision of the Subordinate Judge of Dacca in 
The case for the restitution of con- ae . 
jugal rights in Dacca, the case for the restitution of conjugal nights. 


(d)— Education. 
15. The Sekdi, of the 19th August, has the following :— 
A kbansamah of Mr. Mondy, Principal 
—" ; Principal of the Dacca of the Dacca College, lately charged a student 
with having stolen his shoes. But the boy 
was found innocent and acquitted by the Deputy Magistrate. This is not 
a singular instance of the rude treatment of the students of Dacca by the 
khansamahs of the European officials of the place. It will be impossible for 
the sons of respectable pecple to prosecute their studies in Dacca if matters 
in this respect are not very soon mended. ‘The case referred to would have 
been prevented if Mr. Mondy himself had acted with the coolness and 
patience of a teacher of boys. But it would be idle to expect so much from 
him, seeing how he expressed his hatred of natives in the matter of anchor: 
ing boats near the river bank at Dacca. It is said that when he beard that 
some other boys had interfered when the lad in question was being dragged 
towards him, Mr. Mondy ransacked the school with the view of finding out 
those boys, The head-master of the Pogose School has objected to the 
searching of his school, and it appears that a quarrel will soon break out 
between Mr. Mondy and the authorities of the private schools. It 38 
necessary that Mr. Mondy should be transferred from Dacca. 5ir Alfred 
Croft will, it is hoped, do what he thinks right in the matter. 
16. The Samaya, of the 22nd August, has learnt with regret that the 
oa Lieutenant-Governor has rejected the prayer \, 
eduention’ Utenant-Governor and high the authorities of the City College that th 
names of those who have given pecuniary @ 


c=" ¢D +4. 
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to that college may be allowed to be published in the Calcutia Gazette. 
The Lieutenant-Governor is in the habit of saying that he is a friend of high 
education. But His Honour s action in this case is hardly consistent with 
bis profession of friendliness towards high education. 
17. The Surabhi-o-Pataka, of the 22nd August, says that the Lieute- sorapar-o-Pataxa 
| __ nant-Governor has refused the prayer of the 4v% 24 18. 
The Lieutenant Governor and high Qity College authorities to have the names of 
— those who will give pecuniary aid to that 
‘nstitution published in the Calcutta Gazet‘e. The other day His Honour 
aid at Berhainpore that he is a friend of high education. But the writer is 
orty that His Honour has as yet done nothing to prove that he is a friend of 
higt education. 

18. The Sanjivani, of the 23rd August, says that people were under —8ansrvamr, 
the impression that Sir Alfred Croft had gone “7% 1% 
out with the Lieutenant-Governor on an 
oficial tour. But they now hear that he has escorted Miss Bayley and 
Mrs. White on a pleasure trip to Benares. No one would object to Sir Alfred’s 
enjoying himself and drawing his full pay, provided he kept himself within 
his jurisdiction and discharged his duties too. But would he be entitled to 
any pay for the period which he spends in amusement in the North-Western 
Provinces? Is Sir Alfred in Benares on official business? He will not, of 
course, be dismissed the public service for having left his jurisdiction, as an 
inferior official would have been. But will the Accountant-General just 
consider whether Sir Alfred is entitled to pay for the period during which he 
has been absolving himself of his sins by visiting that holiest of holy places,— 

Benares ? 

19. The Dainik-o-Samdchar Chandrikd, of the 27th August, says that PA‘ik-0Samacmas 

Baboo Surendranath Banerji was ill-advised in ug. 27th, 1890. 
not having stated at the very beginning that 
the entire blame rested with the clerks and the Principal of his college. 
And although he has made that statement now he cannot, as being the 
Proprietor of the college, be: completely exonerated from the charges which 
have been made against him. He has, indeed, dismissed his Principal for not 
having kept an eye upon the clerks. But was he not himself under an 
obligation to keep an eye on his Principal ? 

The writer cannot approve of strict percentage rules, specially for the 
B,L. Examination. Such strictness on the part of the University authorities 
only lead to sharp practices on the part of the students for the B. L. Exa- 
mination, At any rate, the payment of the requisite examination fee ought 
to be the only condition of admission to the examination. But the wiseacres 
ofthe University think otherwise. 

20. The same paper says that it is rather strange that while several Damr-o-Samacaar 
An objectionable passage in a Univer- text-books of the University have been muti- Seen. 
Arse lated for the sake of keeping out obscenity or 


igre the following passage has not been omitted from the F’. A. course 
OY ,4o— 


Sir Alfred Croft on tour. 


The Ripon College case. 


Ah me! my mountain shepherd, that my arms 
Were wound about thee, and my hot lips prest 

Close, close to thine in that quick-falling dew 
Of fruitful kisses, thick as Autumn rains 

Flash in the pools of whirling Simois. 


It is said that a certain well-known Professor expressed great disgust 

" having to explain this passage to his pupils, and openly abused the 

Siversity authorities for having retained such a passage. He also advised 
's pupils to skip over the passage. 
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Burdwan SaNJIVANI, 
Aug. 19th, 1890. 


SaHACHAR, 
Aug. 20th, 1890, 


BaNGABASI, 
Aug 28rd, 1890. 


SaHacHaR, 
Aug. 20th, 1890. 


SURABHI-0-PaTaka, 
Aug. 22nd, 1890. 
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(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


21. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 19th August, severely blames the 
Local and District Boards of members of the Burdwan Local Board fo, 
Burdwan dividing the money placed at its disposal }, 
the District Board for the improvement of village roads into eight ond 
parts, and allotting a part to each of the eight thanas within the jurisdiction 
of the Board. As only four hundred rupees or so have fallen to the share of 
each thana, none of them will profit by the allotment. In dividing the mone 
the members of the Board should have taken into consideration the among 
of road cess paid by each thana. What about the 30,000 rupees which the 
District Board proposed to give away asa gift to the municipality ? The 
money sanctioned by it this year for the improvement of village roadg ig 
very small, The village people are paying road cess regularly, and the Board 
should sanction such sums as will enable them to construct roads in thei 
villages. The Board is indifferent in the matter. It is mistaken jf ;, 
thinks that the money which is sanctioned by it for the improvement of 
village roads is not spent for that purpose. 

22. The Sahachar, of the 20th August, says that in the native sweet. 
meat shops in Calcutta and the suburbs 
| sweetmeats are kept for sale on dirty bras 
thalas, which are cleaned hardly once in a month, and being left uncovered are 
exposed to dust, ashes, &c. Dr. Simpson, the Health Officer of the Muni. 
cipality, ought to look to this. 

23. The Bangabdst, of the 23rd August, has learnt that proposals 

The proposal to levy octroi duties in have been made for levying octrol duties 
municipalities, within the limits of some of the municipalities 
in Bengal. Of course the money that will be raised in this way willbe | 
devoted to the embellishment of municipal areas in accordance with English 
notions. The writer cannot approve of this policy of embellishing the 
exteriors of municipalities by making livelihood within their limits a 
question of still more difficulty than it already ise In the interest of the 
middle and poor classes of people, a strong protest should be made against 
tbe imposition of the proposed duties. > 


(h)\— General. 


24. The Sahachar, of the 20th August, refers to the application sub- 
mitted to Government by the European and 
the Anglo-Indian Defence Association ask- 
ing for the abolition of the income-tax, and says that this application shows 
that both the European and native opinion is unanimous on this point. The 
merchants in this country never make any proposal affecting the finances 
of the country which is not for the good of the public, and the merchants 
are unanimous about the abolition of the tax. As to replenishing the Famine 
Fund with the proceeds of the income-tax, the public know what that 
statement means. The money which is collected for the ostensible purpose 
of preventing famine is spent, when occasion arises, on defensive works 10 
Quetta or elsewhere. The silver legislation of America has lowered the 
rate of exchange, and what England ought to have done has been done 
by America. The budget also shows the large surplus of 22 crores of rupees. 
Government should therefore abolish the income-tax. 
25. The Surabhi-o-Patdkd, of the 22nd August, says that, though the 
| budget shows a large surplus, there 18 lit : 
Py in the budget andthe chance of the duty on salt being reduced. 
The proceeds of this duty are proposed to 
set apart as a famine fund. The last famine fund was spent in the Cab 
war; and in view of the present unfriendly attitude of the Amur of ry 
towards the Government of India, the statement that the proceeds of te 


Sweetmeat shops in Calcutta. 


The income tax. 
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salt duty will go towards the making of another famine fund calls up before 
the mind the distressful scene of men and women dying of hunger, whilst 
he money raised by depriving them of their scanty morsels is being spent 
‘y satisfying the thirst for blood. 

96. The Sudhakar, of the 22nd August, says that the Europeans in 


this country are expressin Leathe Pin, 
The income-tax and the salt duty. y XxXpressing creat dissatisfac 


tion with the income-tax because that tax 
affects not the natives only but them too. The fact is both the natives and 


the Europeans are greatly worried by this tax and everybody is dissatisfied 
mith it, All the Commissioners and Collectors in Bengal have expressed 
themselves against the tax; and the Kurasian and Anglo-Indian Defence 
association has addressed a petition to the Government of India giving 
good reasons for its abolition. When the Europeans are affected by this 
tax, it no doubt appears probable that it may be abolished. But the 
Government should know that the Indians themselves will thank it more 
for reducing the salt duty than for abolishing the income-tax. The salt 
duty has not done much to improve the finances of the State, but it has 
deprived many a poor Indian of the only sauce for seasoning his food. 
This salt duty would have been reduced long before if European interests 
had been affected by it. 

97. The Sanjtvani, of the 23rd August, has learnt from the Zndian 
Ws Sabihny Uhela Sedvien: Mirror that the Statutory Civil Service 


_ _ Exam:nation will be henceforward discontinued. 
The Public Service Commission recommended its discontinuance and advised 


Government to appoint efficient members of the Subordinate Executive 
and Judicial Services as Native Civilians. The Mirror’s information, if correct, 

vill certainly be sad news for the natives of this country. Government 
- will not do well to shut the only door which has hitherto been open to 
natives for admission into the higher services under it. There would be 
no objection to the proposed abolition of the Statutory Civil Service if 
Native Deputy Magistrates and Subordinate Judges were promoted to the 
(iil Service. As it is the public are slow to believe that Government really 
contemplates the abolition of the Statutory Civil Service Examination. Has 
the admission of five Natives into the Civil Service this year anything to 
do with the Government’s intention to take this step in such hot haste ? 


IIT.—Leeisiative. 
28. The Sahachar, of the 20th August, says that Government con- 


: templates legislating for the purpose of pro- 
rt ae reposal to legislate forthe pro- tecting such birds as live upon the insects 


which do injury to the crops. But if birds 
are worth protecting for the sake of the crops, surely the cultivators who 


grow their crops are much more so. Would it not therefore be well for 

overnment to see that the poor cultivators are not killed by accidental 
shots from the guns of European soldiers? ‘There are societies which 
see that no cruelty is done to any animal ; and is not the life of a human 
being more valuable than that of a goat or a hen? The European Christians 
and the missionary gentlemen in this country should therefore form an 
association with the object of preventing the Natives from being oppressed 
by the Europeans. 


1V.—Native States. 


yA conversation between the late Sation whicb took place between the late 
ahara | 


Ja Ranabir Singh of Cashm a1 ] } 
Nittiwne Maharaja Ranabir Singh of Cashmere and 


— Mr. Edward Michin in 1876 :— 
Maharaja.—I have learnt a great deal by my late visit to Calcutta. 


ut my subjects were always averse to my visiting English territory, for they 


29. The Sanjtvant, of the 23rd August, publishes the following conver- 


SUDHAKAR, 
Aug. 22nd, 1899. 


SANJIVANI, 
Aug. 23rd, 1890. 


SaHACHAR, 
Aug. 20th, 1899. 


SaANJIVANI, 
Aug. 23rd, 1390. 
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S\MAYA, 
Aug. 22nd, 1890, 


SUFABHI-0-PatTaKa, 
A Up’. oad, 1890, 
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English, 
SOME scrape, 
t Shah Shoj, 
Singh. The 
8y, but when 


thin 
are, 


Maharaja.—Buffers, buffers; exactly so. I myself am nothing but 
a buffer. From this day I will assume the title “ buffer.” 

(Here the Maharaja instructed his Dewan to note down the word.) 

Mr, Michin.—Your Highness is misapplying the word. 

Maharaoja.— Why so? Cashmere and Afghanistan are like two buffers. 
On the north of Afghanistan is the powerful Russian engine, and on the 
south of Cashmere is the equally powerful English engine. The Russian 
engine now and then attempts to move southward, and the British engine 
now and then presses northward. And at every such movement Cashmere 
bas to bear a shock. The time is not far distant when Afghanistan will be 
eround to pieces by the advance of the northern engine, and then the tum 
wil! come for me, and I shall be powdered to dust. The collision may not 
take place in my life-time ; but when this little button (pointing to his sop, 
Pratap Singh, who was sitting beside him) will mount the iron rod, the 
collision will surely take place, and he will be ground to dust. 


V.—Prospects oF THE Crops AND ConDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


30. The Samaya, of the 22nd August, has learnt from a correspondent 
Distress from floods in villages on that the embankment of the western bank of 
the bank of the Bnegiontai. the river Bhagirathi? having given way 1 
several places, a great number of villages have been submerged. The people 
of these villages have no place where to cook their food. Everything 
belonging to them, including their huts, cattle, paddy, household furniture, 
&c., has been washed away by the floods. This year the floods have been 
ten times more severe than they were last year. Government has as ye 
gene nothing to grant relief to the people suffering from the effects of the 

oods. 
81. Baboo Bhushana Chandra Adbikari, of Dapunia, in the district of 


Pubna, writing in the Surabhi-o- Pataka, 7 3 


dented 
the 


Floods and the prospects of the ‘ 
crops at Dapunia in the district of 22nd August, says that this year the flo 


daca his village have been of an unprece 
character. The aus crop is totally destroyed, and the prospects of 
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winter crop are very gloomy. The ryots are in despair, cattle are in an 
extremely miserable condition, and ‘the roads are submerged. Boats are 
required to gO from one house to another. And a little more water in the 
rillage will necessitate the closing of the local hat. 


39, The Bangabasi, of the 23rd August, has received accounts of 


ery roe flood and consequent distress from the follow- 
ing places :— 

Places. Districts. 
Khamargachl oie sae ‘iis ee Hooghly. 
Guptipara ves ies ove ae Do. 
Agradwip ae oe ig ae Burdwan. 
Lalgola ae se ae nee Moorshedabad. 
Goas ove ies iss oe Ditto. 
Mirpore es eee ae ...  Nuddea 
Ramnagore (Dwariapore) ‘ibe ee ae Do. 
Chandipore (Khemidiar) 1 ae oo nes Do. 
Majpara (Hridayapore) ies ei ‘es Do. 
Magura oe ss vas ...  Jessore. 
Sindrani (Bangram) ... i — i Do. 
Harinakund (Jhenida) ve wis a Do. 
Sakulla (Mathura)... ‘ee ies ‘as Pubna. 
Chetmore se eee i eee Do. 
Chandpore (Daguria) ... “i “ea ies Do. 
Baghia (Palong) _,,, ..-  Furreedpore 
Khaggana (Pansa) ... a oe ws Ditto. 
Furreedpore ae _ on ‘a Ditto. 
Boali (Kaliakas1) at ne is ae Dacca. 
Manickgunge ye a he (a Do. 
Dimla - ste i — Rungpore 

In Behar. 
Dinlabhpore a _ soe vis Maldah. 
Bhagawanbazar ve o0e ove eee . Chupra. 
Mozufferpore. 
Patna. 

In the Punjab. 
Quetta. 
Bolan. 
In the North-Western Provinces. 

Bareich. 


‘ 


Scarcity in the district of Nuddea, 


Chandrika, of the 25th August, says that 


severe scarcity now prevails in the villages 
within the jurisdiction of the thanas of Damurhuda, Krishnagunge, and 


Chapra in the district of Nuddea. The villages have been suffering from 
the effects of the floods for the last four or five years, and the small quan- 
tity of crops they still possessed has been submerged in this year’s floods. 
The sufferings of the people who left their villages in the hope of obtaining 


shelter on high Jands are indescribable. Unless some relief is sent to them, 
tey are sure to die of starvation. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


Lady delegates at the Congress, 28 a0nst the proposal for sending ladies in large 


numbers as delegates to the ensuing Congress. 
~ writer fears that the presence of lady delegates at the Congress will be 


Wie signal for many aged Hindus and Mussulmans to withdraw from the 
Movement. Ladies should come to the Congress only as visitors. 
$0. The Saktt, of the 19th August, says that the authorities will 


ee Le trample justice under foot if they accept the 
batives to the Cied > te eneeaee of recommendation of the Englishman uews- 


, paper for limiting the number of appointments 
in the Civil Service to be given annually to the natives of this country. 


‘Uch a step will raise a howl of discontent throughout India. The people, 
however, have confidence enough in the Government to think that it will 
Lot listen to the selfish and illiberal proposal of the Englishman. 


BANGABASI, 
Aug. 23rd, 1890. 


83. Babu Kishori Mohan Misra, writing in the Daintk-o-Samdachdr Damm.o-Samactar 


HANDRIKA, 
Aug, 25th, 1890. 


34. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 15th August, strongly protests Sauv> Paasnaxan, 


Aug. I5th, 1890. 


SagTI} 
Aug. 19th, 1899. 
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BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
Aug. 19th, 1890. 
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36. The same paper says that it is clear thatthe Anolo-Indian. 
ty ‘the officials in the Punjab are ictereiasl 
destroying the Zrébune newspaper. The action 
of the Punjab Government, too, in this connection is quite inexplicable 
It has, it is true, remonstrated with, and even punished, Mr. Warburton at 
the instance of the Tribune, but strangely enough it has, in the same breath 
given Mr. Warburton permission to prosecute that paper criminally. [j,;, 
means that the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab punished Mr. Warburton 
very unwillingly, and that he will be glad to be avenged upon the Trihyn, 
for pointing out tbe faults of a Government servant, and to see it punished 
The case against the Zribune has thus assumed the aspect, not of 9 cag 
between a servant of Government and a public paper, but of a case betwee, 
a public paper and the Government itself. And this, it is certain, will affect 
the good name of the Government, and will some time or other prove 
dangerous to it. It is the duty of a ruler to punish a wrong-doer even jf 
the wrong-doer be his own son, and it is equally his duty not to conceive any 
grudge against the man who informs against hisson. If he conceives any 
grudge against the informer, he will make it impossible for any one acquaint. 
ed with wrong-doing to inform him of it in future. It will be a gain, no 
doubt, to Mr. Warburton if public opinion in the Punjab is stifled by the 
punishment of the Zribune, but the Government will suffer much by such 
stifling. But certainly the Punjab Government will not unfortunately see 


The Zribune newspaper. 


this, The Viceroy will do well to stop the Warburton affair without letting 


it proceed any further. 


37. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 19th August, 


Proposals for preventing the floods makes the following proposals for preventing 
€ Oe eee. the floods of the Damodar :— 


(1) So long as there were embankments on both banks of the 
Damodar the floods could not do much harm even when 
breaches were formed here and there. But since the 
destruction of the embankment on the southern bank of the 
river and the increasing of the height of the embankment 
on the northern bank, the river has silted up and churs 
have been formed in its bed. ‘The river now contains less 
water than it did when it was deeper, while the chur 
overgrown with dese grass have weakened the force of its 
current. If the embankment on the south bank is recon- 
structed, the force of the current will increase and the 
churs will be washed away and the channel of the river 
will be deepened. The mischief done by floods will, to 4 
great extent, disappear if the large breaches along the 
south bank are closed and ordinary bunds are constructed on 
the high lands on that bank. It is the breaches in the low 
places that do much mischief in times of flood. If Govert- 
ment fears that the construction of an embankment on the 
south bank will injure the embankment on the north bank, 
it can increase the height of that embankment by a 
number of feet representing the height of the embankmen 
on the south bank. 


(2) After the large breaches have been closed and embankments 
have been constructed on the high lands on the southern 
bank, sluice gates should be constructed along that ban 
at intervals of one and a half miles and kept open 10 7 : 
flood. These gates should be on the level of the highe 
water-mark in the river. The superfluous water ° 

river in times of floods will escape through these g°"™ 
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It is true that the places where these gates will be con- 
structed will be somewhat injured by the flow of flood water, 
but the advantage of the arrangement will greatly outweigh 
its disadvantages. The construction of these gates will of 
course cost some more money to Government. But, con- 
sidering the important object which they will serve, Govern- 
ment ought not to grudge this trifling expenditure. 
Government ought to save the people from these floods by 
adopting either of these proposals. | 
38, A correspondent of the same paper says that in consequence of the 
Tillages flooded by the Damodar in formation of a new breach on the east of the 
she district of Burdwan. village Banghagachha, Balasur, Bolapur, Ban- 
shagachha Koyasapur, Sibpur, Bonter and several other villages are now sub- 
merged on the occurrence of an ordinary flood in the Damodar. If remedial 
measures are not taken without delay, these villages will disappear in the 
course of a few years. | 
39. Another correspondent of the same paper says that the condition 
Hijalna, a village on the southern of Hijalna, a village on the southern bank of 
bank of the Damodar. the Damodar, has become miserable in the 
extreme. The village has no roads and is overgrown with jungle inhabited 
by wild boars and other animals. Three or four breaches have been formed 
in the village through which water from the Damodar is flowing in strong 
currents. The interference of Government on behalf of the villagers is 
solicited. | 
40. A correspondent of the same paper says that since the construc- 
Floods in the villages situated on tion of the Jubilee Bridge at Hooghly the 
tis west of the Calne sub-division. villages situated on the west of the Culna sub- 
division in the district of Burdwan have been flooded every year in consequence 
of the river carrying less water than before on account of the bridge works, and 
| great damage has been done to the amau and aus crops in those villages. The 
villages belong to the Burdwan Raj Estate. Government and the patriotic 
lala Banbehari Kapur should look to the condition of the villages. The 
following is a list of those villages :—Muktarpur, Tamasapur, Singra, Goara, 
Krishnadurpur, Satgore, Briddhapds4, Napdsd, Medagachi, Nadai, Khan- 
pur, Rameswarapur, Muragdchd, Malatipur, Gram Kulna, Kartikgram, 
Mirjapur, &c. 
41. The Sahachar, of the 20th August, says that a good many 
The Enropean officers of Govern. uropean officers of Government are dissatis- 
nent and the Bengalis. fied with the Bengali press. They say that 
Bengali newspapers are continually on the watch to discover flaws in the 
Government, and do not often care to keep in view the true facts of the cases 
they discuss, and that they do not praise Government for its good acts, and 
incessantly abuse its European officers. Jt is not very difficult to prove that 
this indictment against the Bengali press is a baseless one. A French poli- 
cian said of the French Kings of the Bourbon family that they would learn 
nothing and forget nothing. This remark also applies to the European 
Civilians and to the military officers in civil employ in this country. When 
the British Empire was established in this country, the people of India wit- 
hessed the achievements of the English and respected them as a super- 
naturally gifted people. -The judicial and executive work of the country 
was then entrusted to men who sprang from noble families and were excep- 
lonally gifted. Those men not only did justice to the natives, but also felt 
real sy mpathy with them. It was their constant aim to give proper education 
lo the people and make them happy in all respects. The class of “ native- 
aters”” had no existence then. The people of India also reciprocated the 
love which the European officers felt for them. Mr. Mallet of Beerbhoom, 
‘it, Forbes of Mozufferpore, and Mr. Trevor of Baraset, have become 


BURDWAN SANJIVANTI, 
Aug, 19th, 1890. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI. 


SAHACHAR, 
Aug. 20th, 1899. 


PRI BR A OD OD LEAR AE A NO ORE ny _— we 2a 


. " ae ‘ t * 
NS ELAS SRT IEE BM AMR CGT MA ON REIGN NN IR AIRE Me Aili 8 tee . — + se Si ates 
TR ere ate) etn Ry RE ane 9 RR me ne ve . —_ veneer on a Pecengs Pe 


( 818 ) 


objects of perpetual veneration. in the country, and old men stil] 
praises of officers like them. But in return for this kindness and syMpath 
shown to them by the Europeans, the people of this country had to ies io 
them abject submission and to look upon them as their “ ma bap ” (¢ t 
: P (father 
and mother). The people gained by such self-abasement. They were not 
indeed allowed to question the orders of their Kuropean masters, bat th. 
enjoyed under them great favour and patronage. The sheristadar i 
Mr. Russell, the well-known District Judge of Hooghly, was the lord of his 
district. ; 
But times have since changed. Western education and Western ciyilisa. 
tion have partially dispelled the darkness which once prevailed in the country 
The men who witnessed the mad freaks of Sirajuddaula, and the oppression: 
which were committed by Bargis (Mahratta free-booters), and who looked 
upon the English as gods for having put down both, have long been dead. 
The study of English books, of the history of England and of the speeches of 
English statesmen has infused new life into the Indians. They do no 
now look upon themselves as a conquered and inferior people. They look 
upon their country as a part of England, and upon themselves as English 
citizens. It is doubtful whether Krishna Chandra Ray, Jagachchandr 
Set, Mir Jafar and other men of that time ever heard the name of George 
Washington. Even fifty years ago the people of this country were pro. 
foundly ignorant of the laws which Edmund Burke, Charles James Fox, and 
other great Englishmen compelled Parliament to adopt for the govern. 
ment of this country. But they know their condition much better nov. 
The people of Bengal have established their intellectual superiority. over all 
other Indian races and opened the eyes of all India. The people of India 
do not now like to be in astate of tutelage. They want to do many things 
themselves. The European officials of Government have watched this change 
in the attitude of the people and ascribe it to the political agitation of the 
Bengalis. They think that but for the Bengalis the people of Bombay, the 
North-Western Provinces and other places would even now have been ina 
state of blissful contentment engendered by ignorance. But they err in not 
giving to time its due and in not regarding the Bengalis as only an acces- 
sory in a revolution that was inevitable. Government now initiates all 
measures and is looked up to by the people in all matters. And that is why 
the acts of Government are more often discussed in the Native press than 
anything else. Progress has become necessary in all the departments of 
Government, but most of the Anglo-Indians are opposed to such progress. 
The officials of Government think that the existing system of administration 
is sufficient for present requirements ; but the people think that that system 
requires to be changed in certain points. The people of India desire the 
permanence of English rule in tuis country, and they will never disgrace 
the Maharani’s flag. They love the present Royal Family of Hag: 
land. Englishmen know all this, but they think that concessions 
once made to them will increase their thirst for political privileges and make 
the granting of fresh concessions necessary, and that Government will there- 
fore be in the end driven to the necessity of keeping them in perpetual good 
humour by means of political concessions at the risk of making them dis- 
loyal. All such thought proceeds from fear and fear alone. It is because 
they think in this way that the Bengalis say that the present generation of 
Europeans in this country do not understand the native character, aud it is 
therefore desirable that the natives should take a certain amount of powé! 
into their own hands. But their efforts to do so are condemned as seditious, 
and their suggestions for reform are interpreted as an expression of their 
inimical feelings towards the European officers. This state of things 1 ™ 
longer desirable. The people of India are deeply obliged to the Buropes” 
oflicers of Government for what they have done and are still doing for them. 
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But these officers do not apparently like to admit that the time when they 
could have it all their own way is gone. And they abuse the Bengalis 
imply because the Bengalis remind them of this fact. It is a grave mis- 
take on their part to abuse the Bengalis for this reason. 


42, The same paper refers to certain circulars which are alleged to 


have been issued by Mr. Henvey, and makes 
the following remarks :— 


The circulars shew that Mr. Henvey has inherited many of the qualities 
of Sir Lepel Griffin. It is true that the native princes of India are now no 
better than prisoners and that the Political Agents often do strange things. 
But the writer cannot believe that circulars like those which are being 
talked of have been penned by a responsible British officer. Though the 
Bengalis are strongly disliked by the officials of Government, still it cannot 
he believed that a Government official has actually issued such circulars with 
the sole object of persecuting them. Perhaps the circulars have been written 
by some wicked but foolish European who wants to make a fool of the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika newspaper with the object of putting a stop to Mr. 
Bradlaugh’s efforts on behalf of India. But if the circulars have been really 
issued by the political department of Government, then the writer must say 
that what is done in Russia is going to be done in India too. The Censor in 
Russia does not at once stop the circulation of a newspaper ; he only prohibits 
the publication of those articles in a newspaper which are directed against 
Government. But here in India they have altogether stopped the circulation 
of a native newspaper in the native States. This is certainly an improvement 
on the Russian system. The writer, however, cannot believe, without addi- 
tional evidence, that the circulars in question have been penned by a British 
official. 

43. The Rungpore Dik Prakash, of the 21st August, says that the 

Prohibition of cow slaughter by the Magistrate of Rajshahye was quite right in pro= 
Nagistrate of Rajshahye. hibiting the slaughter of cows by the Mussul- 
mans of Nowgaon during the Bukreed festival, as there was probability of a 
quarrel taking place between them and the Hindus regarding the same. 

44, The Navayuga, of the 3lst August, says that, according to the 

The Sanjfeané newspaper on the age S@njevant newspaper, the age of consent should 
‘consent. be raised to 14, But as girls in this county 
have been known to menstruate between their LOth and 11th years, and as 
itis the immemorial custom of the Hindus to marry daughters before they 
have menstruated, the Hindu community cannot approve of the Sanjivanz’s 
proposal. The editor of the Sanjtvant not being a Hindu is ignorant of 
Hindu manners and customs. He should bear in mind that Government 
can reject as worthless all expression of opinion on the marriage question 
of the Hindus coming from non-Hindu gentlemen. The marriage customs 
if the sect to which the editor of the Sanjtvanz belongs are widely different 
tom those of the Hindus. Courtship, for instance, partially prevails among 
mene of that sect, and their women sometimes remain unmarried even 
at 24, 

45. The Bengal Exchange Gazette, of the 21st August, says that 
even common Kuropeans are now found to 
treat the natives of this country with contempt. 
Matters fared better in this respect when the natives were an ignorant people. 

ut siuce their eyes have been opened, they have been subiected to insult 
aud ignominy at the hands of the Europeans, against which they find no 
remedy either in the law or in the law courts. In their treatment of 
‘Ne natives of this country, the Europeans are guided by no other con- 
‘eration than that they are themselves the first power in the land to 
“nich the people mast yield the most abject submission. The case of 

ara affords a clear illustration of this. In what other country except 


Mr. Henvey’s circulars. 


Treatment of natives by Europeans. 
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India could a man have escaped punishment after having murdere 
creature in the most horrible and brutal manner possible ? 
other country except India could the British Parliament have denied regres 
on being informed of such failure of justice? Another case equally illustrative 
has occurred in Madras. The wife of Krishna Ayer, a respectable gentleman 
was the other day subjected to very rude treatment at the hands of , 
European. The native can excuse the European for kicking or even shootip 
his countrymen, but it is too much even for him to brook the insult that ans 
European offers to his women. One should be easily able to guess what the 
consequences of Mr. Clarke’s treatment of Mr. Ayer’s wife would have been jf 
the natives had been physically as powerful as the Huropeans and morally 4s 
meanminded as they. The natives should hope for no redress in such case: 
until they learn to return blow for blow. They must learn to fe ay 
meanness with meanness, or their own noble qualities will be the cause of 
their ruin. 


46. The Sudhakar, of the 22nd August, says that Mr. Henvey was 


wrong if he actually issued the private ciren. 
ant acai lars that are being ‘ ethered sod ey “th 
show himself in fear of the Amrita Bazar Patrika or any other newspaper 
or of the Congressists is detracting seriously from the prestige of the British 
Government, and disgracing its indomitable power. The rumour about the 
circulars cannot be wholly false. If they had been false, Mr. Bradlaugh 
would not have dared to ask questions on the subject in Parliament. The 
public wait to see what the Government does. 


47. The same paper says that frequent disputes having taken place of 
late between Hindus and Mahomedans regard. 
ing the slaughter of cows by the latter, the 
Mahomedans of Chak Kanu, in the Rajshabre 
district, in view of any such dispute taking place during the Bukreed festival, 
recently asked the Magistrate’s permission to slaughter a cow. The Magis- 
trate firmly refused the permission asked for, and even gave an order to the 
Deputy Magistrate of Nowgaon to see that no cows were slaughtered. It 
is difficult to see under what law the Magistrate passed this order. 


48. The Bengal Exchange Gazette, of the 22nd August, cannot, like | 
the Samaya newspaper, approve of the order 


passed by the Magistrate of Hooghly in the 


Imambara case, and says that the Magistrate’s order is objectionable o 
the following grounds :— 


(1) Itis extremely difficult to carry out the Magistrate’s order 
requiring bells to be rung and the conches to be blow 
less loudly. These instruments are sounded at different 
times by different people, and all of them cannot be 
expected so to regulate the sounds as to make them ur 
formly low. And the difficulty is increased on festive 
occasions when people get excited and are not satisfied wit 
low music. | | 

(2) How will the order be obeyed in those cases in which the 
mohurrum and some Hindu festival. happen to be cele- 
brated at one and the same time ? 

(3) There have always been Pathans and other excitable people in the 
neighbourhood of the Imambara, and why should they now 
object to a practice to which they did not object 80 long: 
‘There must be some mystery in this case. But vers. 
the mystery may he, the case ought to be amicably sett af 
otherwise difficulties will arise out of it, and lead to 8 brea 
of the peace. 


d a fel] 
And to iia 


Prohibition of cow-slaughter by the 
Magistrate of Rajshahye. 


The Hooghly Imambara case. 
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49, The Surabhi-o-Patakd, of the 22nd August, says that the success Sonasat-o-Pataxa, 


-hman newspaper 8 fear. of five Indians in this year's Civil Service 
The Englishma Examination has caused intense pain to the 


Anglo-Indians: and has quite upset the Hnglishman newspaper. And the 
rospect of & larger number of Indians passing the Civil Service examina- 
ve after the raising of the age-limit has greatly alarmed that paper. The 
ariter is sorry that the Lnglishman, which always seeks to increase the 
restige of its own people, and which is always boasting that the English are 
the first nation 1n the world, is 1n such fear of five Indian boys. Accord- 
‘ng to the Englishman, increased appointment of the natives in high offices 
gill tend to lower the prestige of Government. This means that the glory 
of English rule is being increased more by men like Messrs. Beames, Beadon, 
Tuson, and Crawford than by men like Sir Ramesh Chandra Mitra, Behari 
Lal Gupta, and Brajendra Nath De. The Englishman would exclude 
natives from the higher ranks of the public service by passing only a fixed 
sumber of Indians at the Civil Service Examination. The Exglishman will 
gain his object if this proposal is adopted. For the chance of succeeding 
at that examination will be so uncertain for the Indians that not many among 
them will dare to compete. But the people of this country will not be sorry 
if Government adopts this proposal—* For what do they care for a dew drop 
whose bed is on the sea P” But the adoption of the proposal will increase 
the prestige of the Indians and prove their intellectual superiority to 
Eoglishmen. And thus, before the gates of the Civil Service are closed 
against the natives of this country, Englishmen will have to confess them- 
selves their inferior in intellectual power. The natives will be content 
with their lot; but will Englishmen make the confession? Are not the 
readers of the Huglishmen ashamed to read the article in which this proposal is 
made? The Englishman bas lowered the English name by writing that article. 
And if Englishmen love self-respect, they will not hear of the proposal. 
60. The same paper refers to the agitation on the subject of the 
Scene Hindu marriage custome, and disapproves of 
ndu marriage customs. 


all hasty action in the matter. The existing 
lw on the subject is sufficient. But the writer can say this much, that the 


Hindu sastras do not sanction cohabitation with a wife before she has 
attained her puberty. A law prohibiting cohabitation with girls who have 
not attained their puberty will not therefore conflict with the Hindu sastras. 
51. The. same paper says that it has been proposed to locate a leper 
The location of a leper asylum in the @8ylum in the Chinsurah barracks. This 
Chinsurah barracks. arrangement may save Government the cost 
of constructing an asylum; but as the location of a leper asylum within the 
barracks will necessitate the removal therefrom of the Chinsurah Free Church 
nstitution and the Hooghly Normal School and of the Hooghly College 
from its present site, Government will have to incur a large expenditure on 
that head. As the barracks have populous quarters on three sides, a leper 
asylum therein will be objectionable on sanitary grounds. It is hoped that 
the Lieutenant-Governor will carefully consider the petition which has been 
addressed to His Honour on the subject by the people of Hooghly and 
Chinsurah. 
52. The same paper says that a soldier belonging to the Bombay 
The value of native lives in the eyes WOlunteer Corps has been fined Rs. 25 for 
* Englishmen, having shot a goat and a cow in the island 
of Elephanta. In the eyes of Englishmen the lives of Indians are cheaper 
an those of goats and cows. ‘Topiwallah sportsmen should henceforward 
ome to India and India only, for they will find shtkar very cheap here. 
Qe Writer cannot say whether or not these topiwallahs eat the dead bodies 


or men. But there is no doubt that they, eat the very bone and flesh of 
living men. 


Aug. 22nd, 1890. 
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58. The same paper has the fol] 
the Hooghly Imambara case :— 

The writer of the paper lives near Hooghly and had dealings with, th 
Mahomedans of that place for a longtime. But he never before marked 
the misunderstanding which has now arisen between them and the Hindus 
of that place. What is the cause of this sudden growth of ill-feeli, 
between the two peoples? Some say that the partiality which is at present 
shewn to the Mahomedans by the officials of Government has turned thei, 
heads. Others think that there is a still deeper cause, and that there ig 
secret wire pulling in the matter. 

54. The Samaya, of 7 are — — to Mrs. Kadambin; 
sons Gul - Ganguli’s letter to Dr. Simpson, 
posal for to extelishmeat of lyingin Officer of the Calcutta Municipality, on th 
— subject of infant mortality, and says thot 
there is nothing objectionable in the proposal which has been made by hey 
to establish a few model lying-in rooms. Though it is doubtful whether 
the scheme will work well in the present condition of the country, still it js 

worth a trial. 

55. The same paper says that the Hxglishman newspaper’s proposal 

The Englishman newspaper on the that only a fixed percentage of the natives 
Civil Service Examination. competing for the Civil Service Examination 
in England should be passed every year is a shameless one. Government, 
it is certain, will be prevented by at least the fear of creating a public 
scandal from giving effect to this proposal. 

56. The same paper says that as the proposed Agricultural Board, 
which will sit at Simla two months hence, will 
consist wholly of Huropean officials, it is not 
likely that its object will be attained. European officials, however clever, 
cannot be so good advisers on the subject of agriculture as those native 
gentlemen who possess agricultural knowledge and are acquainted with the 
condition of the people. The Board will therefore do more harm than good 
unless men like Baboo Troilokya Nath Mookerji, Dr. Rajendra Lal Mittra, 
Baboo Hema Chandra Roy, of the Kasipur Nursery, Mr. M. G. Ranade, and 
the Hon’ble Mr. Nulkar are given seats on it. 

57. The same paper supports the Grdmodsi newspaper's statement 
that great mischief is being done to the 
country by the practice of medicine by men 
possessing little or no professional knowledge, and that the time has come 
for suppressing these men altogether. Government should, therefore, with 
the object of saving people from the murderous hands of quacks, appoint 
different Boards for examining those who profess to practise medicine under 
the different systems. 

58. A correspondent of the same paper says that small-pox is causiog 

Small-pox among cattle at Sonarpur great havoc among cattle in Sonarpur, 4 
in the 3¢-Perguanahs. village in the 24-Perguonabs. There will be 
felon in the village if Government does not take steps to stamp out the 

isease. 

59. The Séraswat Patra, of the 23rd August, says that Government 
has set its heart upon averting the imaginary 
evil of a Russian invasion; but can it not 
find some means for warding off the actual visible evils that are overtaking 
the country ? In the floods which have occurred, to whom but to the Gov 
ernment can the people look up for succour ?P 

The people of Western, Eastern and Central Bengal now suffer from 
floods every year. The floods in the Bengali years 1294 and 1295 were not 
so heavy as those in the year 1298, but the floods of the last year subme 
the whole province. This year matters have come to a pass in conseqpen® 


The Hooghly Imambara case. OWiNe op 


The proposed Agricultural Board. 


Suppression of medical quackery. 


Floods in Bengal and their causes. 
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of floods which was never before experienced within the memory of the oldest 
men living. The condition of the villages is most distressing. Houses without 
exception have been submerged or levelled to the ground, goods and 


chattels have been washed away, and cattle have been either washed away or 
are dying 10 numbers for want of fodder. And the men arestarving. Rice of 
s very poor quality is already selling at Rs. 3-4 and Rs, 8-8. Children are 
dying in numbers, avd deaths from snakebite have become frequent. Crocodiles 
too are not slow in committing havoc among men and cattle. Indeed, it 
ends one’s heart to imagine the distress that people are suffering this year. 


People assign these floods to the following causes :— 


(1) The frequent shocks of earthquake since the Bengali year 
1292 have most probably lowered the level of the country. 


(2) Roads and railways have obstructed the free passage of water. 


(8) The cause of the floods in Kastern Bengal is to be found in the 
fact of the Brahmaputra having changed its course. For- 
merly that mighty river used to empty itself into the 
Meghna and the Padma, but it now discharges itself almost 
wholly into the Jamuna. From the Jamuna this mass of 
water flows into a narrow stream called the Tasrir Dhala, 
and in consequence overflows the surrounding country. 


The writer thinks that all these causes tend to submerge the country in 
the rainy season. Government should try to find out the causes of these 
floods, whatever they may be, and should be prompt in removing them. 
The province will otherwise become quite uninhabitable in the course of a 
few years. 

60. The same paper says that although cohabitation before puberty 
is a heinous crime in the eyes of the Hindu, 
yet he will not have his early marriage system 
abolished by law. The ravings of those who want to abolish that system by 
legislation are not worth a cowri. Any raising of the age of consent will 
interfere with Hindu customs. Fourteen or even twelve years cannot be 
fixed as the age of consent, for it is a fact that many girls in this country 
attain puberty before even the age of twelve. And in the case of such girls 
the Garbhddhdn ceremony will be impossible of performance if a higher age 
of consent than 10 is fixed. Government should on no account chaage the 
present age of consent. Legislation with the view of abolishing early 
marriage will not produce the result which is expected from it by those 
Indians who are fond of imitating the Anglo-Indians. Such legislation 
will only serve to throw Hindu society into a chaotic condition. 


61. The same paper cannot approve of the conduct of the Punjab 
Government in granting Mr. Warburton per- 
mission to prosecute the /rtbune newspaper. 
Seeing how the people of the Punjab have identified themselves with the 
cause of the Zyibune, this Warburton affair appears likely to give rise to 
strong party-feelings between the public and the Government officials. And 
that is certainly very undesirable. The only good that this affair has done 
to the Punjabis is that it has roused them from their condition of political 
apathy. but, this advantage notwithstanding, the writer thinks that the 
Government would have done well to hush up the matter. 


62. The Bangabdst, of the 23rd August, has learnt that the people of 
hie? Postmaster of Benodepore in Benodepore in the Magura sub-division of the 
e Jessore district, Jessore district will be sorry to part with their 


Postmaster, Hridaya Baboo, .if the order for his transfer be not due to his 
Promotion, ; 


The age of consent. 
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63. Babu Srish Chandra Roy, formerly physician in charg 

A case of forcible co-habitation with Harinavi Charitable Dispensary, 

a child-wife. Pergunnahs, communicates 
the Sanjivant, of the 23rd Augast :-— 

On the morning of the 14th August last a woman called on hj 
dispensary and asked him to accompany her with all possible haste 
to visit a girl who was on the point of death from hcemorrhage. 
at the house of the patient he saw a girl of not more than ten or eleven 
years of age lying in a pool of blood, and two or three picces of cloth com. 
pletely soaked in blood lying about her. Being asked how she came by 
that condition, the poor creature replied in an almost inaudible voice that it 
was due to her husband. The husband was a lad about eighteen or twenty 
years of age who was found standing there, after having obtained forcible 
co-habitation with her that morning. The girl was reduced to the last stave 
of exhaustion, and her pulse was extremely low. But fortunately the bleed. 
ing was stopped, and the poor girl’s life was saved. 

64. The same paper says that there is no longer any room for doubt 

that the circulars attributed to Mr. Henvey 


were issued by that officer. From the lap. 
guage of the circulars themselves, no one could indeed bring himself to 


believe that Mr. Henvey could be capable of such stupidity and malice, 
But the writer bas now come to learn from a Bengali gentleman employed 
in the service of one of the native princes that he has had to stop taking 
the Amrita Bazar Pairika in pursuance of the circulars, and that he will 
soon have to give up his post also. It is clear, then, that the Bengali has 
really become an eye-sore to Mr. Henvey. No one could ever even 
dream that the Viceroy’s agent could be so mean as to conspire for the 
purpose of expelling the Bengalis from the native States. For what is 
a Bengali compared with the powerful British Government? Why, a little 
insignificant creature. And it has still become necessary to conspire against 
that little insignificant creature. 

It is certain that the Viceroy has not had even an inkling of the affair. 
It is impossible that such contemptible circulars could have been issued with 
His Excellency’s knowledge, bred up as His Excellency has been in the 
pure and wholesome atmosphere of the British Isles. Such things could 
only be done by the treacherous people who have fed on India’s money. 
It is the writer’s firm belief that Mr. Henvey bimself secretly issued the 
circulars. 

Mr. Bradlaugh puta question in Parliament regarding the circulars, 
and the Under-Secretary of State has asked the Governor-General if the 
circulars have been actually issued by Mr. Henvey. Perhaps Sir Joho 
Gorst’s enquiry will take Lord Lansdowne by surprise, and it is certain that 
His Excellency will in the end form a very mean opinion of the Anglo- 
Indian character. It is hoped that Lord Lansdowne will make an example 
of Mr. Henvey by publicly reprimanding him with the view of checking 
whimsical conduct on the part of the officials, In order to prove itself 
perfectly blameless in this matter, Government should also proclaim publicly 
that it bears no ill-feeling against the Bengalis. 

65. The same paper says that the British Government cannot tolerate 

Coolie-recruiting in India. the slave business that is carried on in Afnca 


; by the Arabs, and it therefore makes very 
praiseworthy efforts to put an end to that detestable business. But it takes 


no notice of the slave business that is carried on within its own territories 10 
India. The following is a case which reveals the coolie-recruiting business 
in this country in its true character :— 

Two coolie-recruiters, named Tinkari and Digambar, enticed away 
a woman for enlistment as a coole;. but the matter coming to the knowledge 
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of the police, the woman was liberated, and the Joint-Magistrate of Sealdah 
has issued @ warrant for the arrest of the two recruiters. 


The woman in her evidence before the Joint-Magistrate said that she 
vas a widow, and used to live with her mother-in-law in Belgachia in the 
suburbs of Calcutta. One day, about 10 a.m, the two recruiters named 
above met ber in a street and asked her if she was willing to serve as a 
maid servant in & family in Narikeldanga. On her answering in the 
sfirmative, they took her to a house, where she was detained for four days. 
During these four days the recruiter, Tinkari, would not let her go out, and 
violated her chastity, but promised to keep her as his prostitute. She, 
too, believed that Tinkari would really keep her as such. But on the fifth 
day the two men, on the pretence of taking her to Kalighat to visit the 
goddess Kali, brought her to the Alipore Hospital first, and then in a 
closed carriage to the Magistrate of Alipore. On the way the men tutored 
her to say “‘yes” toall the questions the Magistrate might ask her. Accord- 
ing to their advice, she answered in the affirmative all the questions put to 
ber by the Magistrate. 

Then she was taken again in a closed carriage to the coolie depdt, 
and it was only then that she became aware of the recruiter’s intentions. 
On the night of that very day the police with her aunt-in-law appeared 
at the depot. On seeing her aunt-in-law, she broke into tears, and the 
bara saheb pf the depdt immediately made her over to the care of her 
aunt-in-law. She also said that had she become aware of the intentions of 
the men in time, she would not have consented to come to the depot. She 
had no intention of going to Mauritius as a coolie, and she answered the 
Magistrate’s questions in the affirmative only because Tinkari and Digambar 
told her to do so. 

Another coolie case is still pending, in which a woman, having incurred 
the displeasure of her relatives, was being taken by them against her will to 
be enlisted as a coolie. The police, however, getting scent of the affair 
by the cries of the woman, set her free, and have put the men on their trial. 

These cases show beyond doubt that men are being openly bought and 
sldin India. Yes, men are actually bought and sold; for Mr. Meyers, 
the owner of the depot, stated in his evidence in the first case that he paid 
the recruiters Rs. 80 for getting a coolie for him. The recruiters, therefore, 
never lose an gpportunity of stealing men and women. JDves not the 
British Government feel ashamed of allowing such things to.go on within its 
own territories? This trade in men and women is a blot on the good name 


of that Government. England has almost stopped the slave trade in Africa, 


but can she not do something on behalf of the hundreds of Indian young 
Men and women who are being stolen away and detained and sold as slaves 
every day P 
66. The Sulabh Samvdd, of the 23rd August, says that in the 
‘ re Bengal Library catalogue of books published 
Brahmo tabteati a 4 * in the Calcutta Gazette of the 23rd July last, 
3 the Librarian Baboo Hara Prasad Sastri remarks 
i connection with a Bengali book called “Sri Krishner Jivan o Dnarma” 
that ‘the writer thinks that Keshab himself was Krishna.” Now, for a 
responsible officer of Government like Baboo Hara Prasad Sastri to make 
such a statement in an official Gazette, and on behalf of Government, is no 
slight fault, and there is not the least justification for it. The Librarian is 
challenged to point out a single word in the book which can warrant such 
4 remark, This action of the Bengal Librarian shows that he does not 
fully realise the responsibilities of his official position. 
67. The Dacca Prakash, of the 24th August, says that when Her 
Early marriage and the ave of consent? majesty the Queen-Empress assumed the direct 
bse ’ government of this country, she promised, 
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of her own free will and pleasure, to observe strict relicious neutral: 
towards her Indian subjects. And nothing has clearly since happened 
necessitating the withdrawal of that promise by Her Majesty, When Her 
Majesty made the promise, she did not made it at the request of the Hindu 
community, and the Hindu community does not request her to 
revoke it. But the same system of education which has produced Nihilists 
Fenians and other revolutionary bands in Europe has also produced in this 
country a class of men who are constantly trying to bring about revolutions, 
These men are trying to excite the Hindu community against Government by 
inducing the latter to interfere with the religious practices of the former. 
They are pointing to the case of Harimohan Maiti and urging Government 
to put down early marriage among the Hindus by an act of the Legislature. 
And it is rumoured that Government has consented to legislate on the 
subject. But the writer cannot believe that Government will so soon 
forget its promise of religious neutrality and interfere with the religion of the 
Hindus. The Hindus number about 20 crores, while those who are urging 
Government to destroy the Hindu religion do not number even 20,000, 
They are to the Hindus what a drop of water is to the sea. Will Govern. 
ment hear this infinitesimal lot? Texts are then quoted from the sastras 
enjoining the marriage of girls at their tenth year at the latest, and _provid- 
ing heavy penalties for those marrying their girls after that age. It is also 
pointed out that, according to the sastras, the husband who does not cohabit 
with his wife at the time of her first menstruation incurs the sin of killing 
a foetus. Under these circumstances, the passing of any law like the one 
contemplated by Government will amount to telling the Hindus to disregard 
the duties laid down in the sastras, and thereby to incur very grave sin, 
The Hindus will therefore, of necessity, break the law. And will Govern- 
ment send 10 crores of people to jail? It is therefore hoped that Govern- 
ment will forthwith abandon any intention which it may have entertained 
of abolishing early marriage or raising the age of consent. 

69. Referring to the late cow-killing affair in Durbhunga, the Dainat- 
o-Samdchar Chandrika, of the 24th August, 
says that if the Hindus had not been a quiet 
people, they would not have hesitated to kill the Mahomedans who killed 
cows. Seeing how the killing of cows offends the Hindus, the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Panjab has prohibited cow-slaughter in all but certain specified 
places remote from Hindu habitations. And cows cannot be slaughtered 
in Calcutta in other places than those which are specially fixed for the 
purpose. If the cow-slaughter in Durbhunga had led to any disturbance, 
it would have been due entirely to the perversity of the Mahomedans. The 
Hindu regards the killing of cows as a sin, but being of a quiet disposition 
he does not want to stop by force the killing of cows by the Mahomedans. 
All that he wants is that cow-slaughter should not take place within the 
precincts of Hindu villages or in public places. In Durbhunga the 
Mahomedans were about to kill a cow in the midst of Hindu habitations 
aud all that the Hindus did under the circumstances was to ask the Magis- 
trate to prevent the intended sacrilege. Itis true they were excited, but they 
did not make use of violence. But the worthy Magistrate answered by 
having the complaining Hindus arrested. And as if that was not enough, 
he himself gave evidence against them at the trial. Worthy conduct, 
indeed, on the part of the preserver of the public peace! It is Durbhunga: 
ill-luck that it has got a Faulder for a Beadon. 

69. The Gramvdsi, of the 25th August, says that the tours of inspec 
tion made by Government officials of a higher 
rank than a Judge or a Magistrate serve 0 
useful purpose, and occasion only a deal of needless expenditure. Whe 4 
Judge ora Macistrate is a good man, he sometimes does his best to utilize 
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pis mofussil tours in removing people’s wants. But no such thing is ever 
attempted by a Governor-General or a Lieutenant-Governor when on tour. 
These highest officials do not want to see the real condition of the country, 
nd are content with seeing what local officials make them see. Their pro- 
gress through the country is marked only by feasts, nautches and displays of 
‘reworks. Lt is a matter of very great regret, for instance, that the present 
tour of the Lieutenant-Governor has resulted in no good to the country. 
Why spend the money that is raised by depriving the poor of their small 
pinches of salt on empty festivities under the pretext of inspecting the 


country ? 
Assam Papers. 


70. The Silchar, of the 11th August, say that though Baboo Gopi 
Charan, Sub-Inspector of schools, was trans- 
ferred from Karimganj to the Sudder station 
of Silchar upwards of a month ago, yet no one 
has yet come to Karimganj to take his place. The gurus who come to the 
ofice of the Sub-Inspector to receive their salaries go away disappointed. 
This is the way in which Mr. Wilson does his work. 

71. The same paper says that the local authorities have acted impro- 


iia od 7 omens Baboo pone Charan 
Baboo Nemai Uharan Diswas, Jensul- Biswas from the post of tehsildar in the Sud- 
Le der station. As the mohurir, Giris Sen, has 
been sent to jail for defalcating public money, Nemai Baboo should have 
been lightly punished. He has been drawing a salary of Rs. 125 for the 
last 17 years. ‘The writer will be glad to see Nimai Baboo restored to his 

post by the Chief Commissioner. 
72. The same paper says that, in consequence of press of work in the 
Sudder tehsil office, the mohurirs in that 


A Sub-Inspector of schools for 
harimgan). 


Mohurirs in the 


F sae Sudder Tehsil office are extremely overworked. Additional 
e, Silchar. 


mohurirs should therefore be appointed in 
that office. The Deputy Commissioner ought to see to the matter. 
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